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Reuters Buys Spanish Software Consultancy

December 8, 1999 at 12:00 AM EST

Madrid — Reuters, the global information and news group, has acquired Decision Support Systems, S.A. (DSS), a Spanish
software development and integration consultancy. This acquisition will strengthen Reuters ability to offer its Spanish clients
e-Business and enterprise application integration (EAI) solutions.

The unaudited net assets of DSS on 28 November 1999 were 150 million Spanish Pesetas. The consideration is not material to
Reuters. DSS will be managed as a division of Reuters Espana SA.

Following recent bank mergers and with the arrival of Internet banking, the Spanish financial industry has seen a strong demand
for EAl and e-Business solutions. The acquisition adds high technology integration solutions to the range of Reuters services
available to its Iberian clients, as they provide more and more services via the Internet.

John Alcantara, managing director, Reuters Iberia, said: "There is a strong demand for integration, e-Business and straight
through processing (STP) solutions within our Iberian client base. We believe the best way to enhance our service and meet this
growing requirement quickly is to acquire a Spanish company with a strong presence and reputation in that sector — Decision
Support Systems is this company."

"We have worked with DSS since 1994 and have always been impressed by their technological leadership. We are now in a
position to provide our traditional finance clients access to state-of-the-art EAl and e-Business solutions as well as to extend the
reach of Reuters services into new business areas.

Ramoén Galian, general manager of DSS, said: "We are delighted with this agreement. With the backing of Reuters and by
leveraging its technology, we believe that DSS will become a leader in the Spanish systems integration market."
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Note to editors

Reuters supplies the global financial markets and the news media with the widest range of information and news products
including real-time financial data, collective investment data, numerical, textual, historical and graphical databases plus news,
graphics, news video, and news pictures. It reaches over 519,000 users in 57,720 locations and extensively uses internet
technologies for wider distribution of information and news. Reuters designs and installs enterprise-wide information management
and risk management systems for the financial markets as well as providing equity and foreign exchange transaction systems.
Reuters provides news and information to over 225 Internet sites reaching an estimated 12 million viewers monthly. Reuters is the
world's largest news and television agency with 1,946 journalists, photographers and camera operators in 183 bureaux serving
157 countries. News is published in 23 languages. Instinet, an international electronic agency stockbroker, is an independently
managed subsidiary of Reuters. The Group employed 16,898 staff in 212 cities in 95 countries at 30 June 1999.

For more details see_http://www.reuters.com/mediapack/
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